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CELLPHONES

PRE-READING QUESTIONS

1. Do you own a cell phone? If so, how often do you use it? Do other members of your family have their own

    cell phones?

2. If you own a cell phone, who is your cell phone provider?

3. Do you know how cell phones work?

4. When do you think mobile phones were first used?

5. Do you know which countries have the highest growth in numbers of cell-phone users today?

6. What is the meaning of genetic damage?
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Cellphones

Cell phones are mobile hand-held devices that can be used to contact people next door or in the next 
country.

Each cell-phone service provider has a network of bases, or cell sites. These sites have antennas on 
towers, poles, or buildings to receive radio waves. When a call is made, voice and data are sent to and 
received at the nearest cell site (about ½ to 10 miles away). From there, they go to a switching site and 
then to the phone being called (if it is on the same network) or to the public telephone network, which 
connects to other service providers’ networks. As phone users move about, the phone automatically 
connects to the nearest cell site.

Radio-telephones on ships, aircraft, and military vehicles in the 1940s were the first type of mobile 
phone. In the United States, the first cellular system was created in 1977; it was tested in 1978, in Chi-
cago, and in 1981, in the Washington-Baltimore area. In 1982, the Federal Communications Commis-
sion let commercial service providers set up businesses.

Until the late 1980s, cell phones could only be used in certain places and were so expensive and so big 
that they were usually installed in cars for business use. When new technology led to smaller (and 
smaller) phones that could be used across different service-providers’ networks and countries, the num-
ber of users increased and the price dropped. Today, countless adults, teenagers, and even children use 
them. India and China have the highest growth in numbers of cell-phone users.

Cell phones ringing at unsuitable times and people talking too loudly on them have caused libraries, 
theatres, and churches, for example, to ban their use. People who talk on them while driving are more 
likely to get into an accident. The phones’ poor security systems make it possible to listen in on other 
people’s conversations. Finally, some claim that using cell phones for long periods of time may cause 
cancer or genetic damage, but this has not been proven.
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS  

A. True or False. Read the statements below. If the statement is true, write T beside the sentence. If it is 

     false, write F. If it is false, correct the information.            

1.  Cell phones can only be used to contact people within the same country.     ________

2.  Each cell site has an antenna.                                            ________

3.  The first cellular phone system was created in the 1940s.                   ________ 

4.  Commercial cell phone use started in the U.S. in the 1980s.                  ________

5.  Many libraries and theaters ban cell phones because they are dangerous.     ________

B. Practice asking and answering the following questions with your partner. Then write the answers in 

     complete sentences.    

1. What is a cell phone?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What does a cell phone provider do? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What were the first types of mobile phones? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Why were the first cell phones used only for businesses? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

5. When did the general public start to use cell phones?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Why have many libraries, theaters, and churches banned the use of cell-phones?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

7. What are some of the concerns that people have about cell phones?

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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VOCABULARY REVIEW

A. Choose the word(s) with the closest meaning to the underlined words in the following sentences. 

1. Cell phones are mobile, hand-held devices that can be used to contact people all over world.  
 a) small  b) electronic   c) able to be moved 
2. Each cell-phone service provider has a network of bases or cell sites. 
 a) connected system b) material made of string c) building
3. When a call is made, voice and data are sent to the nearest cell site. 
 a) dates   b) sounds           c) information
4. Radio-telephones on ships, aircraft and military vehicles were the first types of mobile phones. 
        a) expensive      b) army     c) business
5. Cell-phones ringing at unsuitable times caused many places to ban their use.  
        a) noisy             b) late             c) not convenient or right  

B.  Match the words on the left with the correct meaning on the right.

_____ 1. device   a) safety
_____ 2. provider   b) not allow
_____ 3. site    c) place
_____ 4. antenna   d) shown to be true
_____ 5. switch   e) metal wire or pole that receives radio waves
_____ 6. aircraft   f) probable 
_____ 7. vehicle   g) piece of equipment
_____ 8. commercial   h) say that something is true
_____ 9. install   i) planes
_____ 10. countless   j) a large number; many
_____ 11. ban    k) someone or something that gives what is needed
_____ 12. likely   l) transfer; change
_____ 13. security   m) put in
_____ 14. claim   n) business
_____ 15. proven   o) car, truck, bus, etc.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Do you think that the use of cell phones contributes to many car accidents? Do you think drivers should be

    banned from using cell phones while driving? Why or why not?

2. Do you worry that the use of cell phones may cause cancer or genetic damage?

3. Do you worry about the lack of security when using a cell phone? 

4. Do you think that there is a danger to our privacy when people use cell phones with cameras?

5. Cell phones have changed the way we communicate with one another. What other changes in communication

    do you think will take place in the next twenty or thirty years?

Notes:

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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