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PRE-READING QUESTIONS

1.  Have you ever heard of the Bermuda Triangle? If so, tell your classmates what you know 

about it.

2. Look at the picture of the Bermuda Triangle below. Have you ever traveled in this area?

3. Have you ever heard of an airplane or boat disappearing without a trace? 

4. Can you think of any explanations for how an airplane or boat could disappear without a 

trace?

5.  What is a documentary film? Do you enjoy watching documentaries?
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The Bermuda Triangle is a legendary area of the Atlantic Ocean. The tips of the triangle are 

Bermuda, Miami, Florida, and San Juan, Puerto Rico. A number of ships, small boats, and 

even large military aircraft have disappeared there. 

The area was made famous by several magazine articles, books, and a documentary film 

that were produced from 1950 to 1974. Some authors believed that attacks by giant squid 

or abductions by space aliens caused these vessels and aircraft to disappear. But, in 1975, 

American Larry Kusche investigated the incidents and found that most of them were not 

mysterious. Insurance records also noted that this area was no more dangerous than any 

other part of the ocean.

 

Since then, the U.S. Navy and many scientists have offered several reasons for the 

disappearances. The area is one of only two in the world where a magnetic compass points 

to true north rather than magnetic north. (The other is off the coast of Japan and is known as 

the Devil’s Sea.) This likely caused some navigators to go off course, which is very dangerous 

because many of the islands in the Triangle have large areas of shallow water where vessels 

can run aground. As well, violent storms, including hurricanes, and water spouts (large 

spinning columns of water) often occur in the area.

Another reason involves the Gulf Stream, a current of warm water that circulates through the 

area. Weather can be more violent over it and the current is so powerful that a sinking vessel 

or crashed aircraft quickly disappears below its surface. They can also sink a long way down 

as some of the ocean’s deepest trenches, from 19,000 to over 27,000 feet below sea level, 

are found here.

Finally, human error due to inexperience or poor equipment is likely a major reason why 

many pleasure boats have disappeared without a trace in the Bermuda Triangle.
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

A. True or False. Read the statements below. If the statement is true, write T beside the
     sentence. If it is false, write F. If it is false, correct the information.            

1.  The Bermuda Triangle is south of Puerto Rico.                 _______
2.  Many commercial airplanes have disappeared in the Bermuda Triangle.          _______ 
3.  There has been a lot written about the Bermuda Triangle.             _______
4.  If you travel in this area, you have to pay more for travel insurance.           _______                      
5.  There are several reasonable explanations for the disappearances that 
     have occurred in the Bermuda Triangle.                    _______
               
B. Practice asking and answering the following questions with your partner. Then write the
    answers in complete sentences.    

1. Where is the Bermuda Triangle located? ________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. Why is the Bermuda Triangle famous? ___________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. How have some authors explained the disappearances that have occurred in this area?
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. What do the Devil’s Sea and the Bermuda Triangle have in common? ____________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
5. How could this factor explain the disappearance of many boats in the Bermuda 
    Triangle? ______________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
6. What kind of weather disturbances often occur in the Bermuda Triangle? ________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
7. Explain how the Gulf Stream may account for the disappearance of many boats. ________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________  
8. What is a likely reason for the disappearance of many pleasure boats in the area? _______
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________  
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VOCABULARY REVIEW

A.  Match the words on the left with correct meaning on the right.

_____ 1. legendary   a) not deep

_____ 2. military    b) event, happening

_____ 3. squid    c) probable

_____ 4. vessel    d) writer

_____ 5. shallow    e) related to an old story from the past

_____ 6. violent    f) ship, large boat

_____ 7. likely    g) a kind of protection in the form of money

_____ 8. incident                                in case of loss, death, injury, fire, etc.

_____ 9. insurance    h) a sea animal with long arms like an octopus

_____ 10. author    i) showing great force

      j) army

B.  Choose the word(s) with the closest meaning to the underlined words in the following

     sentences.

1. Some authors believe that space aliens abducted the ships and planes.

   a) found  b) took away by force  c) drove

2. A water spout is a large spinning column of water.  

 a) tall  b) empty   c) turning

3. Larry Kusche, an American, investigated the incidents.

 a) studied carefully b) wrote a book about       c) believed

4. He said the disappearances were not mysterious.

   a) real  b) difficult to explain or understand   c) scientific

5. Some navigators may have gone off course. 

 a) captains  b) sailors c) people who control the course for a ship or plane

6. Several boats disappeared without a trace.

     a) a sign that something existed b) an emergency call    c) captain
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The Bermuda Triangle
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. There are several explanations for all the disappearances that have occurred in the 

    Bermuda Triangle. Which ones do you think are probably true? Explain your answer.

2. Now that you have read about the Bermuda Triangle, would you be nervous traveling by

    boat or plane in this area?

3. Do you believe in UFO’s and life on other planets?

4. Do you like reading about mysterious things? If so, share some examples with your

    classmates.

Notes:
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