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PRE-READING QUESTIONS

1.  What kind of medicine do you take when you have a headache or fever?

2. Do you ever take aspirin? If so, what do you take it for?

3.  Do you know what aspirin was first made from?

4.  When do you think aspirin was first made?

5.  Have you ever heard of people taking aspirin every day to prevent diseases?
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Aspirin is a non-addictive drug that is used to reduce pain from headaches, injury, 
swelling, or fever. 

Aspirin has a long history. Hippocrates, an ancient Greek doctor, gave his patients tea 
made from willow leaves and bark to ease their headaches or fevers. Other ancient 
peoples knew of this cure, as did North American Indians, but this knowledge was lost 
for several centuries. 

It was 1758 before Edmund Stone, an English scientist, observed that willow leaves 
and bark could be used to reduce fever. Other scientists became interested in why 
this happened. By the 1820s, they knew that willow plants contained “salicin” and 
that it relieved pain. A French chemist extracted some crystals of salicin from willow 
bark, and an Italian chemist put crystallized salicin through a chemical process and 
produced salicylic acid.

Salicylic acid reduced pain, but also caused severe stomach problems. In 1853, 
French chemist Charles Gerhardt added other ingredients to the formula and came 
up with a product that reduced both pain and stomach upset. He then lost interest in 
his work.

More than 40 years later, Felix Hoffmann, a chemist for Bayer, a German company, 
was searching for a drug that would help relieve his father’s pain from arthritis. He 
came across Gerhardt’s formula, made some up, and gave it to his father. It worked, 
and Hoffmann persuaded Bayer to produce it for sale to the public. 

Bayer called the new product “Aspirin.” At first, it was sold as a powder, but in 1915, it 
was made in pill form. 

Today, aspirin is one of the most widely used drugs in the world. It is still used to reduce 
pain, swelling, and fever, but scientists also know that it reduces the risk of heart 
attack, stroke, and colon cancer. Many people take an aspirin a day to reduce their 
chances of developing these diseases.
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

A. True or False. Read the statements below. If the statement is true, write T beside the 

    sentence. If it is false, write F. If it is false, correct the information.            

1.  Ancient people knew that willow plants could relieve pain.              _________

2.  The original salicylic acid had a bad side effect.      _________                      

3.  Charles Gerhardt improved the formula.                 _________

4.  Aspirin was originally sold in pill form.                                _________

5.  Aspirin is an addictive drug.                       _________  

      

B. Practice asking and answering the following questions with your partner. Then   

      write the answers in complete sentences.    

1. What did Hippocrates give his patients to relieve their pain? _____________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What did the English scientist, Edmund Stone, discover in 1758? __________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

3. What is the ingredient in willow plants that relieves pain? ________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What was wrong with the original salicylic acid made by an Italian chemist? _____________

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

5. How did Charles Gerhardt contribute to the development of aspirin? ____________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Why did Felix Hoffmann become interested in Charles Gerhardt’s formula? _______________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Why do many people nowadays take aspirin every day? ________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Aspirin
VOCABULARY REVIEW

A.  Choose the word(s) with the closest meaning to the underlined words in the following 
      sentences.

1.  Aspirin is not an addictive drug.
           a) has many ingredients    b) habit-forming     c) expensive
2.   Hippocrates used tea made from willow leaves to ease his patients’ pain. 
 a) understand        b) explain           c) relieve
3.   Ancient people knew of this cure.
 a) many                           b) country     c) from long ago
4.  Salicylic acid caused severe stomach pain. 
 a) very strong       b) minor      c) lower
5.  A French chemist extracted salicin from willow bark. 
 a) took out                   b) sold      c) exported

B. Match the words on the left with the correct meaning on the right.

_____ 1. reduce   a) possibility of danger
_____ 2. swelling   b) notice, see
_____ 3. bark   c) lessen
_____ 4. cure   d) getting bigger in size
_____ 5. century   e) convince, make someone believe or do something 
_____ 6. ingredient  f) outer covering of a tree
_____ 7. injury   g) one of the parts of a mixture
_____ 8. persuade   h) one hundred years
_____ 9. risk    i) hurt or damage to the body
_____ 10. observe   j) something that brings back good health

C. Idioms – to come up with  – to make or think of something new 
                    to come across – to find by chance
1. When I was cleaning my basement yesterday, I ___________________ some very old family 
    pictures.
2. I have to ___________________ a plan for the project before I meet with the boss. 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Besides Aspirin, what are some other commonly used pain relievers?

2. Ancient peoples knew about the medicinal value of willow leaves. What other ancient 

remedies do people still use today?

3. Do you prefer to take medicine in liquid, powder, or pill form? Why do you think 

Bayer changed from a powder form of aspirin to pill form? 

4. Aspirin is one of the most widely used drugs on the market today. List several other widely 

used drugs sold today. What are they used for?

5. Do you think drug companies should be able to advertise their products on T.V.? Why or 

why not?

Notes:
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